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manuscript is demonstrated by the systematic erasure of () i :
sequences. This change has been nll.ril)ulcd‘to Orrm noticip the t,
of front rounded /o/ and /e:/ in his own dialect while producj, g
manuscript, as they converged with /e, e:/# Instances of thig chi,:he
are identifed by using {¢), including those cases where a |ate, hang gt
reinstated the (0).5 A further important feature of the orthograph "
the distinction between Orrm’s forms of (g), which are exempli; ecm

Table 1.

TABLE 1. Graphs incorporating Ormulum
variants of (g), with pronunciation guide

Graph Example usage IPA value

o eggenn v, ‘to urge’ /g/
3 egge n. ‘edge’ I3/
.y egge n. ‘fear’ /il
3 ege n. ‘eye Iy/
zh sho pron. ‘she’ 9k

The two Carolingian forms: barred (8) and unbarred (g), are clearly
distinguished in the English texts. Insular (5) can appear alone, in;
composite graph (g)—which represents the reflex of an intervocali
voiced allophone of /g/ or /h/—or as part of a digraph (gh), a palat
alized initial /h/ which occurs only in gho. This distinction is the only
instance where ‘stacked’ graphs indicate a phonological difference from
the same graphs adjacent on the baseline. Stacked graphs are otherwist
doubles or at the edge of a line and stacked only to make best use of
space. ‘Nasal strokes’ above vowels serve a similar function, each repre-
senting a (n) or (m), and are also silently expanded. Such strokes should
be contrasted with the vowel diacritics described above, which are her

* Anderson and Britton, ‘Orthography and Phonology’, 303-4. ‘
5‘ See R. W, Burchfield, “The Language and Orthography of the Ormulum MS, Tran
actions of the Philological Society, 55 (1956), 56-87, o the
: 6 lf'\l[io used for /g/ in the Latin texts, Usually, but not exclusively, doubled it!
nglish, ‘
7 The digraph (53) is also used to represent the second element /i/ In diphtho"®"
sxrgularly to (w.w), used to represent the second element /u/ in diphthongs.
h T-he most li kel?' Proposed pronunciation in the view of the editors. This digreP g s
e mdlcated_a different pronunciation from the other initial fricative graphs (& ¢
angd ;}SO from interna) (&), with which (gh) has often been conflated. il yilh
Nk ;S;Otr’{eog :Zf Holy Rood-Tree: Twelfth Century Version of the .Cff’;s ;fg;sh Cor
Pk ography of the Ormulum (with a Facsimile) and a Middle
ariae, ed. Arthyy Sampson Napier, EETS, os 103 (London, 1894)-

h s
h\



PROLEGOMENON

u broperr wallterr. broperr min.
Affterr pe fleeshess kinde.
7 broperr min i crisstenndom.
burrh fulluhht. 7 purrh trowwpe.
7 broperr min i godess hus.
&€t o pe pride wise.
purrh patt witt hafenn tikenn ba.
An regell boc to follenn.
Unnderr kanunnkess had. 7 lif.
Swa summ sannt awwstin sette.
Icc hafe don swa summ pu badd:?
7 forpedd te pin wille.
J Icc hafe wennd inntill ennglissh.
TQoddspelless hallge l4re?
Aftterr patt little witt tatt me.
Min drihhtin hafepp lenedd.
Y bu pohhtesst tatt itt mihhte wel.
Till mikell frame turrnenn.
Siff ennglissh follc forr lufe off crist.
Itt wollde gerne lernenn.
7 follgenn itt 7 fillenn itt.

f.3% D1

Wipp pohht wipp word wipp dede.

D23 T forr pi zerrndesst tu patt icc.
piss werrc pe shollde wirrkenn.
7 icc itt hafe forpedd te’
Acc all purrh cristess hellpe.
7 unnc birrp bape pannkenn crist?
patt itt iss brohht till ende.
Y Icc hafe sammnedd o piss boc.
pa goddspelless neh alle?
patt sinndenn o pe messeboc.
Inn all pe ger att messe.
JV Tagg affterr pe goddspell stannt.
patt tatt te goddspell menepp.
patt mann birrp spellenn to pe follc.
Off pegzre sawle nede.
7 zét teer tekenn mare inoh.
pu shallt teer onne findenn.
Off patt tatt cristess hallge ped:
Birrp trowwenn wel. 7 follgenn.

Ps

Pio

Pis

P2o

P2s

P30

P35

P4o



ORMULUM

¥ Icc hafe sett her o piss boc.
Amang goddspelless wordess,

All purrh me sellfenn manig word,
pe rime swa to fillenn,

Acc pu shallt findenn patt min worq.
Egzwheer per itt iss ekedd?

Magg hellpenn pa patt redenn itt,
To sen. 7 tunnderrstanndenn,

All pess te bettre hu pegzm birrp.
pe goddspell unnderrstanndenn,
T forrpi trowwe icc patt te birrp.
Wel polenn mine wordess.
Ds3 Egzgwher par pu shallt findenn hemm
Amang goddspelless wordess.
Forr wha se mét to leewedd follc.
Larspell off goddspell tellenn?
He m6t wel ekenn maniz word.
Amang goddspelless wordess.
T icc ne mihhte nohht min ferrs.
Azs wipp goddspelless wordess.
Wel fillenn all. 7 all forrpi.
Shollde icc well offte nede.
Amang goddspelless wordess don.
Min word. Min ferrs to fillenn.
J T te bitaeche icc off piss boc.
Heh wikenn. alls itt semepp.
All to purrhsekenn illc an ferrs.
T to purrhlokenn offte?
patt upp onn all piss boc ne be.
Nan word gzn cristess lare.
Nan word tatt swipe wel ne be.
To trowwenn. 7 to follgenn.
J Witt shulenn tredenn unnderr fot.
¢ all pwerrt (it forrwerrpenn.
be dom off all patt lape flocc.
batt iss purrh nip forrblendedd.
batt tlepp patt to lofenn iss’
burrh nipfull modignesse.
¥ bess shulenn l&etenn hepeliz’
Off unnkerr swinnc lef broperr.



PROLEGOMENON

7 all pegg shulenn takenn itt.
Onn unnitt. 7 onn idell,

Acc nohht purrh skill. acc all purrh nip.
7 all purrh peggre sinne.

7 unnc birrp biddenn godd tatt he:
Forrgife hemm hére sinne,

T unnc birrp bape lofenn godd.
Off patt itt wass bigunnenn.

7 pannkenn godd tatt itt iss brohht.
Till ende purrh hiss hellpe.

Forr itt magg hellpenn alle pa:?
patt blipelike itt herenn.

7 lufenn itt. 7 follfenn itt.
Wipp pohht. wipp word. wipp dede. |

JV T whase wilenn shall piss boc.

Efft operr sipe writenn?

Himm bidde icc patt hét write rihht.
Swa summ piss boc himm tachepp.

All pwerrt (it affterr patt itt iss?
Upp o piss firrste bisne.

Wipp all swillc rime alls her iss sett.
Wipp allse fele wordess.

T tatt he loke wel patt he.
An bocstaff write twiggess.

Ezzwher per itt upp o piss boc?
Iss writenn o patt wise.

Loke he wel patt hét write swa.
Forr he ne mazgz nohht elless.

Onn ennglissh writenn rihht te word.
patt wite he wel to sope.

¥ T 5iff mann wile witenn whi.

Icc hafe don piss dede.

Whi icc till ennglissh hafe wennd.
Qoddspelless hallge lare?

Icc hafe itt don forrpi patt all.
Crisstene follkess berrhless.

Iss lang uppo patt an. patt tegs.
Toddspelless hallge lare:

Wipp fulle mahhte follge rihht.

purrh pohht. purrh word. purrh dede.

P8s

Pgo

Pogs

Pioo

P1os

Pi1o

P11s

Pi120
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Forr all patt wfre onn erpe iss ned,
Crisstene folle to follgenn,
[ trowwpe. | dede! all teechepp hemm,
Goddspelless hallfe 1“':0'
7 forrpi. wha se lernepp itt, |
7 follgep itt wipp dede? 4
He shall onn ende wurrpi ben,
purrh godd to wurrpenn borrfenp.
T teerfore hafe icc turrnedd itt,
Inntill ennglisshe spaeche?
Forr patt i wollde blipeliz.
patt all ennglisshe lede,
Wipp @re shollde lisstenn itt.
Wipp herrte shollde itt trowwenn,
Wipp tunge shollde spellenn itt, D
Wipp dede shollde itt follgenn.
To winnenn unnderr crisstenndom.
Att godd sop sawle berrhless.
€ 5iff pegs wilenn herenn itt.
€ follgenn itt wipp dede. B
Icc hafe hemm hollpenn unnderr crist.
To winnenn begsre berrhless,
¢ i shall hafenn fory min swinnc,
God len att godd onn ende’
Siff patt i forr pe Iufe off godd. i
€ forr pe mede off heffne?
Hemm hafe itt iy till ennglissh wennd.
Forr begzre sawle nede.
¢ 5iff begz all forrwerrpenn itt?
Itt turr Nepp hemm til] sinne.
Tishal] hafenn addledd me,
be laferrq Cristess are,
blirrh Patt icc hafe hemm wrohht tiss boc.
lo begsre sawle nede. p
bohh payy ez all forrwerrpenn itt.

burrh begzre modignesse, |

P
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|4 ],iss boc iss nemmnedd, orrmulum? !
Forrpi patt orrm itt wrohhte,?
7 itt iss wrohht off quapprigan’
Off goddspellbokess fowwre, Préo
Off quapprigan amminadab?
Off cristess goddspellbokess.
Forr crist magg purrh amminadap’
Rihht full wel ben bitacnedd.
Forr crist toc dep o rode tre? P16s
All wipp hiss fulle wille,
V T forrpi patt amminadab.
O latin spzeche iss nemmnedd.
O latin boc. spontaneus.
© onn ennglisshe spache. P170
patt weppmann patt summ dede dop.
Wipp all hiss fulle wille?
Forrpi magg crist full wel ben purrh.
Amminadab bitacnedd.
Forr crist toc d&p o rodetre? P17s
All wipp hiss fulle wille.
Y batt waggn iss nemmnedd quapprigan’
patt hafepp fowwre wheless.
T goddspell iss patt waggn forrpi’
patt itt iss fowwre bokess. P180
7 goddspell iss iesusess wagzgn’
patt gap o fowwre wheless.
Forr pi patt itt iss sett o boc?
purrh fowwre goddspellwrihhtess.
¥V T iesuss iss amminadab. P18s
Swa summ icc hafe shaewedd.
Forr patt he swallt o rode tre?
All wipp hiss fulle wille.

Se;nn‘elEngliSh texton f, 9" was printed in White (185 2) and‘llnlt-(nsys) as a separate
sha 0: \eaded Preface, Matthes (1933, p. 36) was the first to identify the elongated T-
Propf, $1gne de renvoi on f. o' and to connect it to the similar shapg. yet Qf very different
inepbn:().“s’ on f. 3¥inl. 39. The initial thorn on f, 9" protrudes slightly into the seco{1<l
tWo,.n:e:js NOt a true two-line littera notabilior. It has nevertheless been rend_crgd as a
Margip TOp Initial here in order to mark the clear break in the text. In lhe.left (inner)
In thscl"e"t_‘femh-cemury hand wrote ‘ormyiym. at the level of the first line. .
line ‘ORM? eft (inner) margin a seventeenth-century hand wrote at the level of the secon
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8 7 7 goddspell forr patt illke PInS:
“Teg currus salomoniss.
e it 1 piss middelleerd.
Forr patt Itt llwrihhtess fowwre?
purrh goddspeliw At 185
, p crist fra land to land.
wassj;;})c];i:(t)ess Jerninngcnihhtess.
ur .
bull?rh patt tegg 1 piss l.nlddellaerd. by,
Flittenn. 7 farenn wide.
Fra land to land. fra burrh to burrh.
To spellenn to pe lede. ‘
Off sop crist. 7 off crisstenndom:
7 off pe rihhte leefe. Pagg
7 off patt lif patt ledepp menn’
Upp inn till heffness blisse. |
J purrh swillc pegg berenn halennd crist.
Alls iff pegz karrte weerenn?
Off wheless fowwre. forr patt all. Pacs
Boddspelless hallZe lare.
Iss—alls icc hafe shewedd guw?
O fowwre goddspellbokess.
T forrpi magg goddspell full wel?
Ben sdlemanness karrte.
piss iss to seggenn opennliz,.
be laferrd cristess karrte,
Forr iesu crist allmahhtiz godd.
batt alle shaffte wrohhte >
Iss wiss patt sope salemann. Pais
patt sette Bripp onn erpe.
Bitwenenn godd, 5 menn. purrh patt.
He gaff hiss lif o rode,

To "lesenn mann kinn purrh hiss deep:
Ut off pe defless walde. .
T forrpi magz sop
burrh salemann p;

pl%

Pa10

Ttrigg, 7 trowwe

; fRﬁESSGP}? bitwenenn lede,
Ollgepp ity Wipp all higs mahht,

burrh bohht, Purrh word, purrh dede.

8ripp. 7 fripyp. i
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All puss iss patt hallfe goddspell.
patt iss 0 fowwre bokess!
Nemmnedd amminadabess waggn.
7 salemanness. karrte. |
Forr patt itt waggnepp crist till menn.
purrh fowwre goddspellwrihhtess’
Rihht alls iff itt weere patt wagzn.
patt gap o fowwre wheless.
J 7 tuss iss crist amminadab.
purrh gastliz witt gehatenn?
Forr patt he toc 0 rode dep.
Wipp all hiss fulle wille.
7 salomon he nemmnedd iss.
Swa summ icc hafe shewedd:
Forr patt he sette gripp. 7 fripp.
Bitwenenn heftne. 7 erpe.
Bitwenenn godd. 7 menn. purrh patt.
patt he toc dp o rode.
To lesenn mannkinn purrh hiss dep?
Ut off pe defless walde.
J T all puss piss ennglisshe boc.
Iss orrmulum gehatenn.3
Inn quapprigan amminadab?’
Inn currum salomonis.
T off goddspell icc wile guw:
&ét summ del mare shaewenn.
V Sét wile icc shaeewenn guw forrwhi’
Joddspell iss goddspell nemmnedd.
T ec icc wile shewenn guw!
Hu mikell sawle sellpe.
T sawle berrhless unnderrfop.
Att goddspell all patt lede’
batt follgepp goddspell pwerrt (it wel.

burrh pohht. purrh word. purrh dede.* |

VCld

4 oddspell onn ennglissh nemmnedd iss.

Tod word, 7 god tipennde.

3
Inthe 5

P230

P235

P240

P245

P2s0

P2s55

P260

4 ht (j ; : )
Enq of But (inner ) margin a seventeenth-century hand has written ‘ORMVLVM..

Nglish text onf, gV,
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Qod errnde. forrpi patt itt wass,
purrh hallfe goddspellwrihhtess
All wrohht. 7 writenn upp o boc!
Off cristess fisste come,
Off hu sop godd wass wurrpenn many, »
Forr all mannkinne nede,
F 7 off patt mannkinn purrh hiss deep
Wass lesedd (it off helle,
V T off patt he wisslike ras:
pe pridde dagg off daepe.
F T off patt he wisslike stah.
pa sippenn upp till heffne.
F 7 off patt he shall cumenn efft.
To demenn alle pede.
1 forr to geldenn iwhillc mann?
Affterr hiss afenn dede.
Off all piss god uss brinngepp word.
Cerrnde. 7 god tipennde.
Boddspell. 7 forrpi magyg itt wel.
8od errnde ben gehatenn,
Forr mann mazx upp o goddspellboc.
Sodnessess findenn seffne.
batt ure laferrd iesy crist,
Uss hafepp don onn erpe.
burrh patt he comm to manne. 7 purrh.
patt he warrp mann onn erpe.
F Forr an godnesse uss hafepp don.
be laferrd crist onn erpe.
burrh patt he comm to wurrpenn mann.
Forr all mannkinne nede.

¥ Operr godnesse uss | hafepp don.

be laferrd crist onn erpe.

burrh part he wass i flumm iorrdan.
Fullhtnedd forr ure nede,

Forr pait he wollde uss waterrkinn.
Till wre fulluhn hallgenn.

burrh par he wollde ben himm sellf!
Onn erpe i waterr fullhtnedd.

¥ be bridde god yss hafepp don.

be laferrd Crist onn erpe,

Pt
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purrh patt he gaff hiss adenn lif,
Wipp all hiss fulle wille.
To polenn dep o rodetre!
Sacclas wipp utenn wrihhte.
To lesenn mann kinn purrh hiss deep:
Ut off pe defless walde.
Y pe ferpe god uss hafepp don.
pe laferrd crist onn erpe.
purrh patt hiss hallZe sawle stah.
Fra rode dun till helle.
To takenn (t off helle wa.
Ja gode sawless alle.
patt haffdenn cwemmd himm i piss lif?
purrh sop unnshapignesse.
V Ppe fifte god uss hafepp don.
pe laferrd crist onn erpe.
purrh patt he ras forr ure god.
pe pridde dagz off deepe.
7 1ét te posstless sen himm wel.
Inn hiss mennisske kinde.
Forr patt he wollde fesstnenn swa.
Sop trowwpe i peggre brestess.
Off patt he wiss to fulle sop.
Wass risenn upp off depe.
7 i patt illke fleesh patt wass.
Forr uss o rode naggledd.
Forr patt he wollde fesstnenn wel.
piss trowwpe i peggre brestess’
He Iét te posstless sen himm wel.
Well offte sipe onn erpe.
Wippinnenn daggess fowwerrtig’
Fra patt he ras off deepe.
¥V Pe sexte god uss hafepp don.
pe laferrd crist onn erpe.
purrh patt he stah forr ure god.
Upp inn till heffness blisse.
7 sennde sippenn halig gast.
Till hise lerninngcnihhtess.

307 d=p] deep M
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P315

P320

P325

P330

P335

P340
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denn hemm,
n pe defell.
d witt inoh?

To frofrenn 7 tO bel
To stanndenn &

ifenn hemm 80
TOOEflfrzll hiss hallge lare.
To gifenn hemm god lusst.

To polenn alle waweni.
All forr pe lufe off godd. 7 nohht.
Forr erpliz loff to winnenn.
pe seffnde god uss shall zét don.
pe laferrd crist onn ende.
purrh patt he | shall o domess dagg.
Uss gifenn heffness blisse!
Siff patt we shulenn wurrpi ben?
To findenn godess are.
JV buss hafepp ure laferrd crist.
Uss don godnessess seffne.
burrh patt tatt he to manne comm.
To wurrpenn mann onn erpe.
¥ 70 patt hallge boc patt iss.
Apokalypsis nemmnedd.
Uss writ te posstell sannt iohan.
burrh haliz gastess lare,
batt he sahh upp inn heffne an boc.
Bisett wipp seffne innseggless.
I sperrd swa swipe wel patt itt.
Ne mihhte nan wihht oppnenn.
Wibputenn godess halle lamb:
batt he sahh ec inn hefTne,
4 Pl{rrh pa seffne innsegzless wass.
Rihht swipe we] bitacnedd,
batt Sef‘?nnfald godlegzc. patt crist.
. tzjtis dide }.aurrh hiss come,
v 1an wihht ne mihhte nohht.
i})l; 1:1 rtl:r?;l ba seffne innsegzless.
8odess lamb: patt comm.

Forr patt i
tt shollde ¢
batt nap wihht, aenenn;

€ Nanegg |

god mahht,

Aness | shaffte.
343 f)
Tofreny) frofrey, Ms 368
PPnenn] opnenn M$

han enngell, nan mann.

P35,
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Ne mihhte purrh himm sellfenn pa,
Seflne godnessess shaewenn,

O mann kinn, swa patt itt mann kinn,

Of helle mihhte lesenn,

Ne nifenn mann kinn lusst, ne mahht.

To winnenn hefness blisse.
J 7 all all swa se nodess lamb.
All purrh hiss afenn mahhte,
Lihhtlike mihhte. 7 wel inoh.
)a seffne innseggless oppnenn!
All swa pe laferrd iesu crist,
All purrh hiss afenn mahhte.
Wipp faderr. 7 wipp halig gast.
An godd. 7 all an kinde!
All swa rihht he lihhtlike inoh.
7 wel wipp alle mihhte.

O mannkinn purrh himm sellfenn. pa.

Seffne godnessess shawenn.

Swa patt he mann kinn wel inoh.
Off helle mihhte lesenn.

7 gifenn mannkinn lufe. 7 lusst,
7 mahht, 7 witt, 7 wille.

To stanndenn inn to cwemenn godd.
To winnenn heffness blisse.

V T forr patt halig goddspellboc.

All piss godnesse uss shawep).

piss sefennfald godlegzc patt crist.
Uss dide purrh hiss are

Forrpi birrp all crisstene follc.
Boddspelless lare follgenn.

T teer fore hafe icc turrnedd itt.
Inn till ennglisshe spache:

Forr patt i wollde blipelis.
Patt all ennglisshe lede,

Wipp are shollde lisstenn itt.

Wipp herrte shollde | itt trowwenn.

Wipp tunge shollde spellenn it

~ Wipp dede shollde itt follgenn.

Yo winnenn unnderr crisstenndom
Att crist sop sawle berrhless.

LR |
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P45

P10



ORMULUM

14 7750 dd allmahhtiz gife uss mahht.

o ¢, 7 witt. 7 wille.
Tozfgilsgenn piss ennglisshe boc,
patt all iss haliz lare. .
Swa patt we motenn wun:pl ben.
To brukenn heffness blisse.
AMZEN. AMZEN. AMZEN;:

cc. patt tiss ennglissh hafe sett.
Ennglisshe menn to lare?

Icc wass par peer i crisstnedd wass.

Orrmin bi name nemmnedd.
Ticc orrmin full innwarrdliz.

Wipp mup. 7 ec wipp herrte.
Her bidde pa crisstene menn.

patt herenn operr rédenn.

biss boc? hemm bidde icc her patt tegz.

Forr me piss bede biddenn.
V batt broperr patt tiss ennglissh writt.
Allraeresst writ. 7 wrohhte?
batt broperr forr hiss swinnc to laen?
Sop blisse méte findenn.
AMZN,

D33
¢ 5,35 ¥ ba goddspelless alle patt icc.

Her o piss boc magg | findenn’
mm alle wile icc nemmpuenn her.
1?1 begsre firrste wordess.

T tile wile icc settenn to,

. To dor? SUW tunnderrstanndenn.
u fele SInndenn o piss hoc,
Oddspellegs unnderr alle.
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